Managing chronic illness in the family: women as caretakers.
This paper is based on an ethnographic study examining how families caring for a chronically ill child in the home construct their experiences of illness. The role of women caretakers is examined, and it is argued that the term family glosses over the work that women do in caretaking. The 'ideology of competence' which determines women's subjective experiences is discussed, and the notion is forwarded that health professionals rely upon this ideology to get the job of caretaking done in the home. Some implications of this discussion for health care delivery are presented.